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VOCAL Carroll County Learns New Information about Status and History of Ethics Ordinance  

VOCAL has received multiple documents from a Maryland Public Information Act (MPIA) request to the 

State Ethics Commission (SEC) including “…copies of any correspondence from the State Ethics 

Commission to Carroll County Government, or vice versa - including the county attorney, Commissioners, 

county ethics commission, or other staff - regarding the Chapter 34, Ethics of the County Code…”  

A letter and cover email from the SEC General Counsel Jennifer Allgair outlines the few minor changes 

required to obtain approval for a revised ethics ordinance. Despite a previous statement from the SEC 

Executive Director Michael Lord to the contrary, Carroll County should submit another revised draft before 

enacting the new law. “While I previously indicated that it was not necessary for the County to send back its 

modified law for our Commission's approval prior to enacting it, as you can see from the e-mail, that's the 

preferred approach and the safest way to ensure, prior to enactment, that the law indeed comports with the 

requirements of State Law.” said Mr. Lord. The State Ethics Commission next meets on April 19, 2018. 

Another document that was provided in response to the MPIA request was an email dated April 25, 2012 

from then Carroll County Ethics Administrator Dale Piper to Ms. Allgair sharing his concerns regarding 

Commissioner Rothschild’s efforts to shape the ordinance. Mr. Piper wrote “…If the draft is unchanged from 

the version I received today, I would ask the State Ethics Commission to pay special attention to the 

Exemption Section. Commissioner Rothschild has added additional exemption criteria to the section; he is 

determined that he will not include his wife's financial data on his Financial Disclosure Form. (As 

background, Commissioner Rothschild requested an exemption from filing a financial Disclosure Form when 

he filed as a candidate for election to the Board of County Commissioners. His request was heard and denied 

by the Carroll County Ethics Commission. Upon learning that he was required to file a Financial Disclosure 

Form he transferred ownership on certain of his assets to his wife. Now that his wife is the legal owner of 

these assets he does not want this information to become public information by having to include his wife's 

financial information on his Financial Disclosure Form. His additional exemption criteria gives the County 

Attorney, rather than the Ethics Commission, the right to grant an exemption.)…” Commissioner Rothschild 

is the only Commissioner currently attempting to delay adoption of an ordinance that complies with the 

Maryland State Public Ethics Law. 

These documents are available on the VOCAL Carroll County website Resources page under the heading 

Ethics Ordinance Project. https://vocalcarrollcounty.wordpress.com/resources/   
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