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TIMELINE 

Carroll County Ethics Ordinance  

2010 

• May 4 – Governor O’Malley signed SB 315 in to law, which had been passed unanimously by the 

Maryland General Assembly.  

• October 1 – New Maryland State Public Ethics Law goes in to effect. A special memo issued by the 

State Ethics Commission states that the legislation was “designed to subject county and municipal 

elected officials and members of boards of education to conflict of interest and financial disclosure 

requirements that were at least equivalent to State’s requirements for State officials and public 

officials.” 

• Summer/Fall – Near the end of the 58th Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) for Carroll 

County, Maryland, the County Ethics Commission began drafting amendments to the current ethics 

ordinance. The deadline to comply with the state law was initially set for October 1, 2011. 

• December 6 – The 59th BOCC was sworn in. 

2011 

• Summer – After an extended review process, the County Ethics Commission submitted proposed 

ordinance to the State Ethics Commission (“the State”). 

2012 

• Spring – The BOCC recalled the proposed ordinance from submission to the State, revised, and 

resubmitted. 

• September – The State rejected proposed revisions and provided suggestions. 

2013 

• January 24 – 59th BOCC discussed the law at length as a group for the first time publicly. 

• January 26 – The Carroll County Times (CCT) published an article about the meeting: Commissioners 

debate ethics ordinance changes 

• Spring* – BOCC submitted revised draft for State’s review. 

• July 25 – BOCC revisited the issue and discussed it at length in open session. After which, they voted 

to send a new draft to the State Ethics Commission for approval. 

• Fall* – The State again rejected draft, directing revision. 

* There is some confusion in the public record. PowerPoint presentation given by county attorney in 2015 

indicated the Spring and Fall 2013 timeline items. 

 

http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/11-8-10-ethics-law-memo.pdf
http://www.mabe.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/11-8-10-ethics-law-memo.pdf
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Maryland/carrollcounty_md/titleiiiadministration/chapter34ethics?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0
http://library.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Maryland/carrollcounty_md/titleiiiadministration/chapter34ethics?f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0
http://carrollcountymd.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=1747
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/cct-arc-e31f9863-5aba-57a0-ac8e-81e31c637b8a-20130126-story.html
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/cct-arc-e31f9863-5aba-57a0-ac8e-81e31c637b8a-20130126-story.html
https://vocalcarrollcounty.files.wordpress.com/2017/11/countyattorneypowerpoint_june20151.pdf


2014 

• Winter – BOCC incorporated all revisions suggested by the State and resubmitted. 

• February 27 – The State approved draft ordinance with revisions in place. 

• May 15 – BOCC approved holding a public hearing on the approved draft ordinance. Date 

subsequently set for November 13, 2014. 

• October 14  – CCT published an article: Municipalities reluctantly adopting more stringent ethics 

ordinances 

• November – BOCC cancels public hearing.  

• December 4 – The 60th BOCC was sworn in.  

• December 29 – CCT published an article: County to vote to adopt or reject ethics ordinance early 

next year 

2015 

• June 7 – CCT published an article: County, municipalities question state ethics law 

• June 11 – BOCC discussed the issue at length in an open session.  

• June 11 – CCT published an article: Carroll commissioners question state ethics law 

• June 24 – The State sent a third written request for information regarding BOCC actions to enact 

compliant local ethics law.  

• July 7 – the CCT published an article that references the BOCC objection to state ethics law: Mount 

Airy holds off on ethics law update, again 

• September 22 – BOCC meets jointly with the local delegation to the State General Assembly. Ethics 

ordinance issue is discussed. 

• October – The State issued a public notice to advise “the public and Carroll County that the 

jurisdiction has not complied with and has not made good faith efforts toward compliance with the 

requirements of Subtitle 8 of the Public Ethics Law.” 

• December – BOCC again meets jointly with the local delegation to the State General Assembly. 

Ethics ordinance issue is discussed. 

2016 

• December – BOCC briefly discussed revisiting ordinance during an open session in early 2017. 

2017 

• April – The State posted a Local Government Status Report | Adoption of local ethics laws – SB 315 

indicating no change in status regarding Carroll County’s compliance. 

• November 7 – Maryland State Ethics Commission published a revised summary of current Public 

Ethics Law.  

• As of the most recent meeting of the State Ethics Commission, there are only five jurisdictions that remain non-

compliant with revised law: Carroll County, City of Gaithersburg, Town of Hampstead, Town of Mount Airy, and 

City of Westminster. 

  

http://ccgovernment.carr.org/ccg/attorney/ordinance/Proposed/2014-Ch34-Ordinance-Ethics.pdf?x=1504726724801
http://carrollcountymd.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=1999
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/local/ph-cc-ethics-ordinance-20141014-story.html
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/local/ph-cc-ethics-ordinance-20141014-story.html
http://ccgovernment.carr.org/ccg/attorney/ordinance/Proposed/NoticeoCanceledfPublicHearing.pdf?x=1504726724801
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/local/ph-cc-county-ethics-policy-20141229-story.html
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/local/ph-cc-county-ethics-policy-20141229-story.html
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/local/ph-cc-ethics-ordinance-update-20150606-story.html
http://carrollcountymd.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2195
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/local/ph-cc-ccg-carroll-ethics-ordinance-20150611-story.html
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/local/ph-cc-ethics--0707-20150707-story.html
http://www.carrollcountytimes.com/news/local/ph-cc-ethics--0707-20150707-story.html
http://carrollcountymd.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2237
http://ethics.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/filebase/local_government_public_notices/Public-Notice-Carroll.pdf
http://carrollcountymd.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2268
http://carrollcountymd.iqm2.com/Citizens/Detail_Meeting.aspx?ID=2513
https://ethics.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/filebase/local-gov/Local-Government-Status.pdf
https://ethics.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/filebase/state-employees/General-Information-Ethics-Law.pdf
https://ethics.maryland.gov/wp-content/uploads/filebase/state-employees/General-Information-Ethics-Law.pdf

